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vernor-General of  Sierra  Leone. 

Del.  from  Jamaica. 

Del.  from  Vermont,  U.S. 
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Del. from  Birmingham,  and  for  Jamaica. 
Del.  from  the  Hibernian  A.  S.  Sy. 

Del.  from  Birmingham,  and  for  the 
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Del.  from  Liverpool. 
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Del.  from  Manchester. 

Del.  from  Glasgow  and  Paisley. 

M.  of  the  C.  of  the  B.  and  F.  A.  S.  Sy., 
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M.  of  the  C.  of  the  B.  and  F.  A.  S.  Sy., 
Del.  from  the  C.  U.  of  E.  and  W. 
Del.  from  Nottingham. 

Islington. 

United  States. 

Del.  from  Massachusetts. 

London. 

Del.  from  Baptist  Union. 


Ladies. 


DESCRIPTION 


OF 

THE  PICTURE. 


Of  all  the  meetings  for  benevolent  purposes  which 
were  ever  held  in  London,  none  ever  exceeded  in 
interest  or  object  that  which  met  at  the  Great  Room, 
Freemasons’  Tavern,  in  June  1840,  headed  by  the 
venerable  Clarkson,  and  composed  of  delegates  from 
various  parts  of  the  world,  in  order  to  consult  on  the 
most  effectual  method  of  abolishing  the  curse  of 
Slavery  from  those  countries  which,  in  spite  of  the 
noble  example  set  them  by  England,  still  maintained 
it  in  all  its  atrocity  and  horror. 

The  day  before  the  meeting  a deputation  of  gentle- 
men waited  on  me,  to  ask  if  1 thought  such  an  assem- 
blage, with  such  a leader,  might  not  be  a subject  fit 
for  an  historical  picture  ? As  it  was  necessary  for  me 
to  be  present  before  I decided,  they  invited  me  to 
attend  the  next  day ; and  I candidly  acknowledge  I 
did  so,  rather  unwilling  to  be  drawn  from  my  paint- 
ing-room, and  expecting  nothing  more  than  the  usual 
routine  of  a public  meeting — votes  of  thanks,  and 
such  like  things. 

On  entering  the  meeting  at  the  time  appointed, 

I saw  at  once  I was  in  the  midst  of  no  common  assem- 
bly. The  venerable  and  benevolent  heads  which  sur- 
rounded me,  soon  convinced  me  that  materials  existed 
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of  character  and  expression  in  the  members  present, 
provided  any  one  moment  of  pictorial  interest  (on  a 
fact)  should  occur.  I immediately  prepared  for  a 
sketch,  and  drew  slightly  with  a pen  on  the  back  of 
my  ticket  the  general  characteristics  of  room  and 
meeting. 

In  a few  minutes  an  unaffected  man  got  up,  and 
informed  the  meeting  that  Thomas  Clarkson  would 
attend  shortly ; he  begged  no  tumultuous  applause 
might  greet  his  entrance,  as  his  infirmities  were  great, 
and  he  was  too  nervous  to  bear  without  risk  of  in- 
jury to  his  health  any  such  expressions  of  their  good 
feeling  towards  him. 

The  friend  who  addressed  them  was  Joseph  Sturge, 
a man  whose  whole  life  has  been  devoted  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  unhappy. 

In  a few  minutes  the  aged  Clarkson  came  in,  grey 
and  bent,  leaning  on  Joseph  Sturge  for  support,  and 
approached  with  feeble  and  tottering  steps  the  middle 
of  the  convention.  1 had  never  seen  him  before,  nor 
had  most  of  the  foreigners  present ; and  the  anxiety 
to  look  on  him,  betrayed  by  all,  was  exceedingly 
unaffected  and  sincere. 

Immediately  behind  Thomas  Clarkson  were  his 
daughter-in-law,  the  widow  of  his  son,  and  his  little 
grandson. 

Aided  by  Joseph  Sturge  and  his  daughter,  Clarkson 
mounted  to  the  chair,  sat  down  in  it  as  if  to  rest,  and 
then,  in  a tender,  feeble  voice,  appealed  to  the  as- 
sembly for  a few  minutes’  meditation  before  he 
opened  the  convention. 

The  venerable  old  man  put  his  hand  simply  to  his 
forehead,  as  if  in  prayer,  and  the  whole  assembly 
followed  his  example  ; for  a minute  there  was  the 
most  intense  silence  I ever  felt.  Having  inwardly 
uttered  a short  prayer,  he  was  again  helped  up ; and 
bending  forward,  leaning  on  the  table,  he  spoke  to 
the  great  assembly  as  a patriarch  standing  near  the 
grave,  or  as  a kind  father  who  felt  an  interest  for  his 
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children.  Every  word  he  uttered  was  from  his  heart 
— he  spoke  tenderly,  tremulously ; and,  in  alluding 
to  Wilberforce,  acknowledged,  just  as  an  aged  man 
would  acknowledge,  his  decay  of  memory  in  for- 
getting many  other  dear  friends  whom  he  could  not 
then  recollect. 

In  this  simple  and  beautiful  sincerity  lies  the  basis 
of  Clarkson’s  character  through  life  ; and  after  so- 
lemnly urging  the  members  to  persevere  to  the  last, 
till  Slavery  was  extinct,  lifting  his  arm  and  pointing 
to  heaven  (his  face  quivering  with  emotion),  he 
ended  by  saying,  “ May  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all 
human  events,  at  whose  disposal  are  not  only  the 
hearts  but  the  intellects  of  men — may  He,  in  His 
abundant  mercy,  guide  your  councils  and  give  His 
blessing  upon  your  labours.”  There  was  a pause  of  a 
moment,  and  then,  without  an  interchange  of  thought 
or  even  of  look,  the  whole  of  this  vast  meeting,  men 
and  women,  said,  in  a tone  of  subdued  and  deep 
feeling,  “ Amen  ! Amen  !” 

To  the  reader  not  present  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
convey  without  affectation  the  effect  on  the  imagina- 
tion of  one  who,  like  myself,  had  never  attended 
benevolent  meetings,  had  no  notion  of  such  deep 
sincerity  in  any  body  of  men,  or  of  the  awful  and 
unaffected  piety  of  the  class  I had  been  brought 
amongst.  That  deep-toned  Amen  came  on  my  mind 
like  the  knell  of  a departing  curse  ; I looked  about 
me  on  the  simple  and  extraordinary  people  ever  ready 
with  their  purse  and  their  person  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  great -object ; and  if  ever  sound  was  an 
echo  to  the  sense,  or  if  ever  deep  and  undaunted  mean- 
ing was  conveyed  to  the  depths  of  the  soul  by  sound 
alone,  the  death-warrant  of  Slavery  all  over  the  earth 
was  boded  by  that  Amen  ! 

I have  seen  the  most  afflicting  tragedies,  imitative 
and  real ; but  never  did  I witness,  in  life  or  in  the 
drama,  so  deep,  so  touching,  so  pathetic  an  effect 
produced  on  any  great  assembly  as  by  the  few,  un- 


10 


affected,  unsophisticated,  natural,  and  honest  words 
of  this  aged  and  agitated  person. 

The  women  wept — the  men  shook  off  their  tears, 
unable  to  prevent  their  flowing  ; for  myself,  I was  so 
affected  and  so  astonished,  that  it  was  many  minutes 
before  I recovered,  sufficiently  to  perceive  the  moment 
of  interest  I had  longed  for  had  come  to  pass — and 
this  was  the  moment  I immediately  chose  for  the 
picture. 

In  the  centre  is  Clarkson,  in  his  own  natural 
attitude,  concluding  his  speech.  Behind,  beneath, 
and  about  him,  are  the  oldest  and  dearest  friends  of 
the  cause — whilst  a liberated  slave,  now  a delegate, 
is  looking  up  to  Clarkson  with  deep  interest,  and  the 
hand  of  a friend  is  resting  with  affection  on  his  arm, 
in  fellowship  and  protection ; this  is  the  point  of  in- 
terest in  the  picture,  and  illustrative  of  the  object 
in  painting  it — the  African  sitting  by  the  intellectual 
European,  in  equality  and  intelligence,  whilst  the 
patriarch  of  the  cause  points  to  heaven  as  to  whom 
he  must  be  grateful. 

There  w7as  a time  when  I believed  that  the  negro, 
however  deep  his  sympathies  and  affectionate  his 
heart,  was  separated  from  the  intellectual  European 
irrevocably  ; when  I believed  his  brain  and  bodily 
conformation  were  so  inherently  deficient,  that  no 
education  and  no  ameliorated  condition  could  ever 
improve  them.  I have  lived,  I thank  God,  to  be 
convinced  to  the  contrary.  The  head  of  this  negro, 
Beckford,  27  years  a slave,  and  the  other,  Barrett,  57, 
are  as  fine  in  physical  construction  of  brain  as  any 
European  in  the  picture. 

In  the  progress  of  painting  this  work,  many  have 
been  the  conversations  I have  had  with  men  of  all 
colours,  all  creeds,  all  sects,  all  religions ; but  how- 
ever they  might  differ  in  opinion  on  other  subjects, 
there  was  no  difference  on  the  one  great  object  of 
their  assemblage. 

The  tales  I have  heard,  the  tortures  I have  read  of, 
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in  its  progress,  have  often  disturbed  my  rest  and 
haunted  my  imagination.  Never  shall  I forget,  when 
a sitter,  in  describing  what  he  had  witnessed,  put 
himself  in  the  attitude  of  an  overseer  when  bringing 
down  the  lash  to  the  last  crack,  so  as  to  meet  the 
quivering  flesh  of  the  negro  ! — he  did  not  know  what 
he  was  doing,  but  an  air  and  position  of  such  fierce 
unadulterated  malignity,  I could  never  have  con- 
ceived ! — he  told  me  he  had  often  seen  the  overseers 
over  their  bottle,  and  all  the  conversation  turned, 
not  on  subjects  of  public  interest  or  common  infor- 
mation, but  the  great  boast  was  how  to  cut  a negro 
into  gashes,  with  such  skill,  so  as  to  punish  him  most 
severely,  without  crippling  him  for  next  day  ! 

Sir  John  Jeremie  related  to  me  that  he  had  sat  on  a 
trial  where  an  overseer  brought  an  action  against  his 
planter  for  money  due,  and  the  planter  brought  in 
a bill  against  the  overseer,  wherein  he  set  off  in  the 
bill,  by  the  side  of  soap  and  candles,  two  negroes 
flogged  to  death  by  this  overseer.  I was  incredulous 
till  he  brought  me  a report  of  the  trial,  and  here  it  is, 
for  the  conviction  of  the  doubter. 

After  several  items  of  trifling  amount  for  soap,  can- 
dles, money  advanced,  &c.  were  the  two  following:  — 

“ No.  14.  For  the  value  of  John  the  cooper, 
flogged  to  death  by  you,  and  then  buried  in  the  cane 
piece,  400  dollars. 

“No.  21.  For  the  price  of  the  negress,  Mary 
Clare,  who  died  by  bruises  received  from  you, 
300  dollars.”* 

This  was  brought  on  in  appeal  during  Sir  John  Je- 
remie’s  sitting,  having  commenced  some  years  before. 

When  the  minds  of  any  human  beings  are  practically 
brought  to  consider  flogging  a human  creature  to 
death,  and  putting  his  dead  body  forward  as  of 
no  more  consequence  or  value  than  a piece  of 


* See  the  1 Essays  on  Colonial  Slavery/  by  Sir  John  Jeremie. 
1832,  page  7.  Hatchard. 
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soap  and  candle , it  is  of  no  use  to  affirm  there  are 
slave-owners  who  are  humane  and  kind,  and  whose 
slaves  are  not  so  tortured  ; any  system  which  affords 
opportunities  for  such  brutal  demoralization  of 
human  sympathy,  no  matter  if  the  exceptions  be  even 
more  numerous  than  the  examples,  I repeat,  as  a 
human  being  of  common  sense,  any  such  system  is  a 
curse,  and  ought  to  he  extirpated! 

That  a commission  for  an  historical  representation 
in  painting  of  this  convention  should  have  been  con- 
sidered important  by  a class  of  men  who  in  general 
have  been  supposed  never  to  think  much  of  the  art,  is 
a singular  evidence  of  the  increased  feeling  of  its 
moral  influence ; I believe  it  is  the  first  instance  of 
the  kind  since  the  Reformation,  and  may  such  an 
example  be  followed  all  over  the  empire. 

This  commission,  like  those  from  Liverpool,  was 
given  to  me  by  gentlemen,  only  one  of  whom  I had 
ever  seen  or  known.  It  was  a commission  without 
connection,  without  influence,  and  ought  to  be  an 
encouragement  to  the  student,  by  proving  to  him, 
that  if  he  persevere  and  take  no  notice  of  attacks  on 
his  reputation,  how  little  real  effect  they  have  on  the 
minds  of  others. 

I conclude  in  the  words  of  the  Duchess  of  Suther- 
land, who,  in  reference  to  the  meetings  of  the  con- 
vention, beautifully  said  to  me,  “ She  never  saw  such 
an  assemblage  of  honest  heads  collected  together.” 

B R.  H AYDON. 


14  Burwood  place,  Connavght  terrace, 
March  22,  1841. 


ADDRESS. 


The  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  whose 
noble  object  the  great  Anti-Slavery  Convention,  as- 
sembled last  year,  was  intended  to  promote,  was 
founded  in  London,  on  the  18th  April  1839,  by  a 
body  of  Christian  philanthropists,  specially  convened, 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  for  that  purpose. 

Its  object  was  declared  to  be  the  universal  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  ; and  in  subordination 
to  that,  and  as  one  means  of  promoting  it,  to  watch 
over  the  infant  liberties  of  the  emancipated  negroes  in 
the  British  Colonies. 

The  grandeur  of  this  enterprise  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  following  tabular  statement,  exhibit- 
ing the  extent  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  at  the 
present  time  : — 


SLAVERY. 


In  the  United  States  the  Slave  population  is 
Brazil  - - do.  - - do.  - - 

Spanish  Colonies  - - do.  - - 

French  - - do.  - - do.  - - 

Dutch  - - do.  - - do.  - - 

Danish  and  Swedish  - - do.  - - 

Texas  - - do.  - - do.  - - 


2.750.000 

2.500.000 
600,000 
250,000 

70.000 

30.000 


Total  - - 6,220,000 

Besides  those  held  in  slavery  by  Great  Britain  in 
Hindostan,  and  by  France,  Holland,  and  Portugal,  in 
various  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa,  amounting  in  all  to 
several  millions  more ; and  to  these  must  be  added 
the  multitudes  who  are  held  in  bondage  by  the  native 
powers  in  the  East,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
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THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Upon  the  most  moderate  computation  the  slave 
trade  dooms  to  the  horrors  of  slavery  every  year, 
among 

Christian  Powers  - 120,000 

Mohammedan  Powers  - 50,000 

170,000 

Destroyed  annually  in  procuring  the  above  280,000 
Making  a total  of  - 450,000 

Of  every  thousand  victims  to  the  slave  trade  one 
half  perish  in  the  seizure,  march,  and  detention  on 
the  coast ; one  fourth  of  those  embarked  perish  dur- 
ing the  middle  passage  ; and  one  fifth  of  those  who 
are  landed  perish  in  the  seasoning  during  the  first 
year,  and  the  remaining  three  hundred,  with  their 
descendants,  are  doomed  to  hopeless  bondage  and  a 
premature  grave  ! 

The  means  which  the  society  propose  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  its  object,  are  set  forth  in  the  circular 
address,  issued  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  and  are 
included  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  its  consti- 
tution ; these  are,  “ that  so  long  as  slavery  exists  there 
is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  the  annihilation  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  of  extinguishing  the  sale  and  barter 
of  human  beings  ; that  the  extinction  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  will  be  attained  most  effectually  by 
the  employment  of  those  means  which  are  of  a moral, 

RELIGIOUS,  AND  PACIFIC  CHARACTER  : and  that  no 

measures  be  resorted  to  by  this  society  in  the  prose- 
cution of  those  objects,  but  such  as  are  in  entire  con- 
cordance with  these  principles.” 

The  reason  for  the  adoption  of  these  principles  will 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that,  after  more  than  thirty 
years’  zealous  and  unremitting  labour  on  the  part  of 
the  abolitionists  of  this  country,  and  notwithstanding 
all  the  efforts  of  the  government,  by  negotiation,  and 
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by  armed  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  else- 
where, for  the  suppression  of  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
it  was  found  to  have  doubled  in  extent  and  in  horror. 
The  application,  therefore,  of  other  principles,  in  order 
to  its  abolition,  than  those  hitherto  acted  upon, 
became  necessary,  and  the  resolution  to  seek  the 
extinction  of  this  giant  evil,  by  the  universal  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  ; and  to  confine  themselves  strictly  to 
the  use  of  “ moral,  religious,  and  pacific  means,”  in 
prosecuting  their  great  work,  was  determined  upon 
by  this  society. 

The  deep  sympathy  felt  for  the  oppressed,  and  the 
interest  taken  in  the  measures  proposed  for  their 
deliverance  from  bondage,  was  signally  proved  by 
the  gathering  together  of  men  from  various  parts  of 
the  world  at  the  great  Convention.  Encouraged  by 
the  decisions  of  that  distinguished  body  of  philanthro- 
pists, and  by  the  gratifying  measure  of  success  which 
has  attended  their  • labours  in  the  different  countries 
which  some  of  their  number  have  visited  during  the 
past  year,  as  well  as  in  the  promises  of  cordial  co- 
operation they  have  met  with  at  home,  the  committee 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  prosecute  their  “ labour  of 
love,”  until  Africa  shall  be  delivered  from  the  scourge 
which  has  so  long  desolated  and  degraded  her,  and 
not  a slave  shall  be  found  in  the  whole  earth  to  water 
the  soil  which  he  tills  with  his  tears,  or  to  crimson  it 
with  his  blood. 

In  carrying  out  the  measures  contemplated  by  the 
convention,  several  thousand  pounds  have  already 
been  expended,  and  the  Committee  are  under  further 
heavy  liabilities  for  the  same  object ; they  there- 
fore respectfully,  but  earnestly,  appeal  to  the  friends 
of  humanity  for  their  support  and  assistance  in  this 
great  work  of  Christian  benevolence. 

Donations  and  subscriptions  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  G.  W.  Alexander,  Treasurer ; and  J.  H. 
Tredgold,  Secretary,  at  the  Office  of  the  Society,  27 
New  Broad  street. 


In  the  Press,  and  will  shortly  be  ready  for  publication, 

A VOLUME, 

CONTAINING  THE  WHOLE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

CONVENTION. 

Price  to  Subscribers,  10s.  6d. ; to  Non-Subscribers,  14s. 

Subscribers’  name  will  be  received  at  the  Egyptian  Hall, 
Piccadilly  ; and  at  27  New  Broad  street. 


The  following  Important  Publications  are  now  ready . 

AMERICA. 

SLAVERY  AND  THE  INTERNAL  SLAVE  TRADE 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA ; 
BEING  REPLIES  TO  QUERIES,  &c. 

In  One  Vol.  8vo.  Price  Four  Shillings. 

“ A more  complete  portraiture  of  Slavery  than  has  ever  before 
appeared.  The  caution,  fidelity,  and  temper  with  which  it  is  executed, 
are  altogether  admirable.  It  is  better  fitted  than  any  volume  which 
has  yet  issued  from  the  press  to  convey  to  English  readers  a know- 
ledge of  the  entire  subject,  and  should  be  perused  by  all  who  wish  to 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it.” — Eclectic. 

“ We  have  here  a document  of  great  interest  and  unquestionable 
value — an  unimpeachable  testimony  as  to  the  real  state  of  things  in  the 
Union,  as  far  as  slavery  and  the  internal  slave  trade  are  concerned.” — 
Times. 

“ A work  of  fearful  interest  and  importance.  That  no  doubt  may  be 
entertained  of  its  authenticity,  we  would  remind  the  reader  that  they 
rest  upon  the  exclusive  authority  of  Americans  themselves.” — Church- 
man’s Monthly  Review. 

“ This  volume  may  be  received  as  an  arbitrator  to  end  the  strife,  for 
its  allegations,  although  put  forth  by  abolitionists,  are  made  upon 
authorities  which  Southerners  can  never  contradict.” — Anti-Slavery 
Reporter. 


